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Name___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________________ 
 

Email address____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

I would like to receive Menucha communications via: 

 Email   Regular mail 
 

You may join our mailing list         

or update the information we have 

for you by returning this form to us, 

or by contacting us: 

 

PHONE  503-695-2243 

FAX 503-695-2223 

EMAIL    office@menucha.org 

MAIL  PO Box 8 

          Corbett, OR  97019-0008 

 

MAXIMIZING YOUR GIFT 
 

Setting up a Recurring Gift can be a great way to make a larger gift than you might be able make at once. 

$25 over a year adds up to $300, or $100 totals $1,200! Sustaining gifts like this secure the day-to-day  

operations at Menucha and are greatly appreciated.  

 

Matching Gift programs offer a way to sometimes double your gift as well as an employee benefit you don't 

want to miss out on utilizing. You might also consider asking family members to match your gift. This is a  

great opportunity for older generations to talk to younger family members about what is important to them 

and how Menucha has impacted the family. 

 

If you are 72 or older and must take required minimum distributions from your IRA, you can transfer up to 

$100,000 annually from your IRA directly to Menucha without having to recognize the distribution as income. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 323 

VANCOUVER, WA  

MENUCHA CONFERENCE CENTER 

PO Box 8 

Corbett, OR 97019-0008 

Menucha is a sacred sanctuary held in stewardship as an ecumenical,  

community-based mission of First Presbyterian Church – Portland. 

Our mission is to enrich lives through hospitality, learning, reflection and renewal.  

Address Service Requested 

Fall 2020 Menucha is an ecumenical community-based mission of 

First Presbyterian Church of Portland, Oregon 

BLESSINGS ABOUND: 

A STUNNING AND DEEPLY APPRECIATED DONATION FROM THE McCALLS  

Cloie Cohen, Development Director 
 

We know these lovely people need no introduction to most of you, but for those new to the Menucha community, 

this is Mac and Carolyn McCall. They began work at Menucha in 1974 and became the Administrators in 1977. 

Thirty years later, in 2004, they retired. Beyond Menucha being their life’s work, Mac and Carolyn raised their 

family at Menucha and they have many enduring friendships from their time here. Today Mac and Carolyn are 

still active at First Presbyterian Church; Carolyn is an involved member and Mac is involved too, though he  

cannot join since he remains a United Church of Christ minister. 

 

With their permission, we want to share the story of their support for Menucha during this unprecedented time  

in our 70 year history. Before Covid-19 hit, Mac and Carolyn had included Menucha in their estate planning, 

since Menucha holds a very significant and special place in their hearts. With the downturn now and Menucha’s 

future in peril, Mac and Carolyn decided to change the time line and give Menucha the inheritance now. We 

share their story with the hope of inspiring others, as well as to highlight the power of the love for Menucha we 

know runs deep. 

 

If you have been considering a gift to Menucha, of any size, we hope you’ll join Mac and Carolyn in thinking 

outside the box and getting creative in finding a way to maximize the support you may be able to offer.  

Menucha’s need is now! In light of that we urge you to join Mac and Carolyn and to make your gift now.  

We’ll share all the great news with them! 

 

You can make an online gift through the Friends of Menucha 

Foundation website (www.friendsofmenuchafoundation.org)  

or checks can be mailed to:  

Friends of Menucha Foundation   

PO Box 8, Corbett, OR 97019-0008 

 

With support from past leadership like Mac  

and Carolyn, we are also thrilled to have 100%  

participation from the Menucha Commission. 

 

Members of Menucha's board of directors have all pledged  

their support for the Revive and Restore Campaign! This vote  

of confidence coming from the folks most in-tune with operations  

at Menucha means the world to us. 

 

So with 100% support from the Menucha Commission Members,  

the Friends of Menucha Foundation Members and Core Staff Members. . . and 174 donors representing just 

about every group who loves Menucha, we hope you will join us with a gift today! 
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A MENUCHA UPDATE 

Rev. Spencer Parks, Executive Director 

 

I would love to paint a rosy picture of things here at Menucha; however,  

that is not the case...at least not yet. Support from donations have been an 

overwhelming positive in all of this and we’ve made considerable progress 

in sustaining operations. Unfortunately, our fixed costs continue to outpace 

what we’re bringing in from fundraising and the small amount of business we can conduct. The  

limitations on how we can operate are sobering, and will impact Menucha longer than we might  

have initially expected. Currently, we are still in a Phase I opening. That basically limits us to groups  

of 25 or less. Groups have continued to either cancel their events or move them into 2021. Even small 

groups are cautious about gathering (we understand their concern), so we have worked to help them 

figure out how best to plan for the future. 

 

That is not to say that we have been empty or idle. More and more people are using us as an option 

for a personal retreat. We are able to provide a private room and meals. I really believe that folks 

need a quiet place to get away in order to recharge...especially in these trying times. We have also 

had a couple of groups come and spend the day with us. Our terrace behind Wright Hall has been 

especially nice this summer for such gatherings. Our staff has worked diligently to clean and sanitize 

rooms and buildings in order for our guests to safely visit us. We still provide the best meals around, 

just in a slightly different manner. 

 

It looks as though we’ll be living with our present limitations for some time. Because of this, our board 

has made the difficult decision to put the McCall House on the market. This is a small, non-contiguous 

property that we purchased in 2002 for the purpose of staff housing (Sarah and I lived there our first 

six years here). The value of the property has increased significantly over the last 18 years; it was an 

exceptional investment. While we can’t predict the exact timing of the sale or revenue, we feel that 

combined with the continued support from donors, Menucha will safely weather our current economic 

crisis. It’s a long road ahead towards recovery, perhaps to the end of 2022 or the beginning of 2023, 

but please know that we do expect to recover fully. We know it will take time, hard work, and the help 

of all our friends. 

 

While things have been difficult for us here, we know that things have been difficult all around. We’ve 

been especially concerned about some of the groups that call Menucha home. Please see Mary Anne’s 

article; frankly, it broke my heart. We look forward to a time when people can once again gather in 

community here to learn, laugh, play and support one another. 

 

On a positive note, we’re learning how to do things differently...and that’s a good thing. Many of you 

have attended one of our programs in music, art or faith. We’re learning how to offer those in an 

online format. It’s not the same as gathering together, but it’s the best we can do during these times. 

We have learned of some advantages in doing things online, reaching people we wouldn’t normally 

reach, and we expect that we’ll keep some of our programming virtual. Before the pandemic, we had 

been considering this approach. There’s nothing like a good crisis to help move you in new directions. 

 

As always, we hope that you and your loved ones are safe. We continue to keep you all in our 

thoughts and prayers, and look toward a time when we can serve you and the communities you  

belong to. Thanks for your support during this time. It means the world to us. 
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THE COOKTOP 

Our chefs are looking for a signature Menucha dessert, and would like to  

challenge all you bakers to try this recipe and give us some feedback!  

 

 S 'MORES CAKE  

 

 GRAHAM CRACKER CAKE 

 1 ½ cups all-purpose flour   1 cup light brown sugar 

 1 ½ cups graham cracker fine crumbs ½ cup granulated sugar 

 1 tsp baking powder    4 large eggs 

 ½ tsp baking soda    1 cup buttermilk 

 1 tsp salt     2 tsp vanilla 

 1 cup unsalted butter 

 

Preheat oven to 350ºF. Grease and flour three 6" cake rounds and line with parchment. 

 

In a medium bowl, whisk flour, graham cracker crumbs, baking powder, baking soda, and salt until  

well combined. Using a stand mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, beat butter until smooth. Add  

sugars and beat on medium high until pale and fluffy (2-3 minutes). Reduce speed and add eggs one  

at a time, fully incorporating after each addition. Add vanilla. Alternate adding flour mixture and  

buttermilk, beginning and ending with flour (3 additions of flour and 2 of milk), fully incorporating  

after each addition. Do not overmix. 

 

Spread batter evenly into prepared pans. Smooth the top with a spatula and whack the pans against  

the counter to evenly distribute. Bake for approximately 40 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the 

center comes out mostly clean. Place cakes on wire rack to cool for 10 minutes. Whack the pans on the 

counter to loosen the cakes and turn out onto wire rack to cool completely. 

 

MILK CHOCOLATE GANACHE    

12 oz. milk chocolate finely chopped    

6 oz. heavy whipping cream 

2 tablespoons Baileys Irish Cream (optional) 

 

Finely chop chocolate and place into a bowl. Bring cream just barely to a simmer and pour over   

chopped chocolate. Cover with plastic wrap and let stand for 2 minutes. Stir with a spatula until  

combined and smooth. Cool in the refrigerator until thickened, but still soft (stirring occasionally).  

Transfer to bowl of stand mixer and whip using the whisk attachment until the ganache is fluffy and  

has lightened in color (approximately 1 to 2 minutes). 

 

MARSHMALLOW FLUFF 

⅓  cup water    3 large egg whites room temperature 

¾ cup granulated sugar  ½ teaspoon cream of tartar 

¾ cup corn syrup or honey  1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 

ASSEMBLY 

Once the cakes have cooled completely, frost the layers with the whipped ganache. Place in fridge to set. 

Spread marshmallow fluff roughly all over cake and torch to toast.  Serve at room temperature. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO MENUCHA’S PROGRAMS—FALL 2020 

Lori Nance, Program Director 

“We are better together.”  I hear echoes and variations of this phrase in many settings. Part of being 

human is being in community - belonging to it, building it, depending upon it, breaking it, mending  

and repairing it.  
 

Community happens here. The kind of community . . .                 

•  where people are seen for who they are. 

•  where honest, caring interaction leads to better leadership and creativity. 

 

Though we must interact in-person in different ways during this pandemic season, we still are better  

together though we must find other ways to build communities that bring us closer to one another.  

To that end, we are offering small in-person classes in art: 

 

October 12-15, 2020    

Fall Watercolor Workshop with Margaret Godfrey 

What If? Explore the Possibilities! 

 What if you change a color? 

 What if you use collage materials? 

 What if you add a line or shape there . . . or take one away? 

 

Join award-winning artist Margaret Godfrey for 3 fun-filled days of stepping out of the box. Margaret will help  

you push beyond your comfort zone to create more dynamic and exciting paintings with your own personal touch! 

  

   October 16-18, 2020     

   Fall Painting Workshop with Yong Hong Zhong   

   In partnership with the Oregon Society of Artists 

 

    Painting is about storytelling, emotional connection and personal expression. During 

    this 3-day class, watercolorists of all levels will find ways to progress their skills in 

composition, watercolor techniques, value, color, and structure. Yong will mix in process demonstrations with  

individual work time both in studio indoors and, weather-permitting, outside for a little plein aire painting.  

 

November 6-8, 2020    

Scrap & Sew Crafting Retreat   
 

Relax in this beautiful setting and let Menucha’s staff take care of the cooking  

and cleaning. Focus on doing something you love: sewing, creating albums,  or  

making cards. 

For gathering virtually, we are offering two online experiences (with a few other things in development).  

 

September 14-18, 2020  Dulcimer Lunch & Learn  

You’ll learn about this after-the-fact, but we’re going to do it again! 

  

October 7-11, 2020  Blues “in” the Gorge  

Visit our website (www.menucha.org/programs) to find out more about these opportunities and join in, 

or invite a friend who might enjoy one of these offerings.   
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FACILITIES UPDATE 

Tim Kurkinen, Facilities Manager 

 

As many of you know, a generous donor blessed Menucha with a substantial and transformational gift 

of $100,000 for continued renovations of Wright Hall. This donation came to us seemingly out of the 

blue during a time when hope of the continuation of special projects was slim. The added funding gets 

our team back up to speed after months of slow progress and allows us to include a few more of our 

part time staff to the project. This is very, very exciting! 

 

   Our main criteria have been to meet the needs and  

   functions of Menucha as a retreat center, and to pay  

   respect to its heritage by providing an overall design  

   that marries the two. With the professional help of  

   Sharon Hocking and a handful of our dedicated staff,  

   we believe that we are on the “Wright” path. Sorry, I  

   couldn’t resist the pun! 

 

   We are nearing the final stages of what we began all the 

   way back in December of 2019. This was to renovate the  

   first floor of Wright Hall with updated furnishings, paint,  

   stains, refinished floors and new décor.  We are nearly  

   there and hope to be completed with the first floor  

   renovations sometime in October. Wright Hall’s second  

   floor renovations will begin later this fall. 

 

   Thank you all for your support. We look forward to the 

day when our guests return; we’ll be ready for you! 

REVIVE AND RESTORE—CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

 

We have been overwhelmed with gratitude for the love, kind words, well-wishes, and donations from  

our community. As of the start of September, we have received $202,197 in contributions and pledges, 

from 184 donors, of which 78 are first time donors! 
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INVITATION, WELCOME, GRATITUDE 

Mary Anne Meyn, Guest Services Coordinator 

 

  I have always loved to welcome people, so working at the front desk of 

  Menucha just fits me. I enjoy helping people plan their events, welcome 

  them as they arrive, and thank them as they reflect on the closing of an 

  event. Invitation, welcome, gratitude. 

 

  As you can imagine, the work I’ve done these last six months has been 

  heartbreaking. Monday, March 9, I received my first set of emails from several 

  anxious group leaders. I wrestled with the words to ease their concern, while 

  frantically trying to prepare for cancellation policy changes and government 

  guidelines to a global pandemic. It has been an unimaginable time. 

 

On Friday, March 20 permanent staff were asked to work from home, with the exception of resident 

staff. Like many, I’ve worked from my living room couch, kitchen table, backyard patio, and a makeshift 

desk in the garage, to keep business moving forward. Most recently, the permanent staff has returned to 

the Menucha office on staggered schedules, with masks and social distancing, to begin to reconnect and 

settle in to this evolving season at Menucha. Since March, I have answered over 850 guest group emails 

and given out my personal cell number to over 100 group leaders. I’ve listened to their personal stories, 

filled with fear, disappointments, frustrations and longings to gather their people at Menucha. 

 

In mid-March I talked to a high school music teacher, who brings her choir to Menucha annually for  

a weekend of rehearsals and connections before their spring concerts. She confessed to me the hard 

decision she had made to retire early, knowing that she would likely not have the chance to say  

goodbye to her students in person. We talked about her love for Menucha, and the tremendous  

benefit of gathering her students away from campus to work on their music, have fun, and connect  

in meaningful relationships. 

  

In early April I talked with one of our Men’s AA leaders, who has been bringing his group to Menucha 

for more than ten years. My heart ached as we worked through the cancellation of his reservation, and 

the significance of not being able to gather his men for their annual weekend at Menucha. Having 

something to look forward to, with people who know you and understand your struggle, and offer you 

the grace and time to vulnerably work through the challenges of addiction, is crucial to their continued 

recovery. Through tears, he shared his fears for his men. “Isolation is the worst for recovering addicts.  

I fear for them. Menucha was a key part of keeping them healthy and moving toward recovery. I hate 

the thought of not coming to Menucha, and what the disconnect will do to my men.” 

 

On March 9, I had 149 open reservations, and on March 12, I had my first guest group cancellation 

due to Covid-19. To date, I have processed 139 cancellations.   

 

On a normal summer day at Menucha we host 50-150 people per day. Since early March, we have 

had no greater than 13 guests on the property on any one day. 

 

As I look forward, I feel encouraged for Menucha. Our guest groups are longing to return; we currently 

have 124 open reservations from today through 2022. 

 

In addition, we are doing some things differently. We are hosting personal retreats in each of our guest 

buildings, as well as weddings, receptions and small guest groups/day events with social distancing on 

the Wright terrace or under the large oak tree. 

 

I’m going to conclude this article the same way I’ve ended all of my emails throughout this pandemic: 

“We remain hopeful.” 
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CALLING ALL SOCIAL MEDIA USERS 

 

Want to help us in a way that’s free and takes very little time  

but could have a big impact for Menucha? Please go onto  

Facebook and Instagram and engage with our social media  

posts. We’re trying so hard to get more people to register for  

upcoming events and we need lots of people to help spread  

the word. On Facebook, go to these pages: 

 

1. Menucha Retreat & Conference Center; look at posts for watercolor workshops and personal retreats) 

2. Menucha’s Dulcimer Festival (look at the new Lunch and Learn series posts) 

3. Menucha’s Blues in the Gorge 

 Click to “like” the page.  

 

 Click to “like” individual posts. 

 

 Make a comment on the post or reply to one that’s already there. 

 

 Share a post to your own page. 

 

Menucha is on Instagram, too! If you use Instagram, please like our posts there as well. 

 

We’re feeling inspired by the Beatles’ song “With a Little Help from My Friends”! Thank you! 

WISHING CHRISTINE ALL THE BEST AS SHE RETIRES 

 

It is with a sense of bitter sweetness that we bid a happy retirement to Christine Olsen.  

 

Christine joined our staff early in 2004 as our primary guest services coordinator, booking groups  

into Menucha. She brought with her skills learned at Zephyr Point in Nevada (another Presbyterian  

conference center).  Over the years she has helped countless group leaders plan and organize their 

stay at Menucha.   

 

Christine is retiring at the end of September. We will miss her presence among us, and wish her well  

as she enters this new phase in her life.  

 


